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1971 September 15, 1906 

PANAMA. 

Report from Colon— Inspection and fumigation of vessels — Yellow 
fever in Colon and Panama — Cases of malarial fever on steamship 
Lindesfarne — Plague death at La Boca — Malarial fever on steam- 
ship Havana. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Mohr reports, August 29, as follows: 

During the week ended August 26, 1905, the following-named ves- 
sels cleared for ports in the United States and were granted bills of 
health: 

British steamship Traveller, for New Orleans, via Mexican ports, 
August 25, with 35 crew and 1 passenger. 

Norwegian steamship Preston, for New Orleans, August 25, with 32 
crew and no passengers; fumigated. 

American steamship Havana, for New York, August 25, with 103 
crew and 106 passengers. 

British steamship Antillian, for New Orleans, via Mexican ports, 
August 26, with 51 crew and 18 passengers. 

Two passengers were rejected for passage on the steamship Havana 
and sent to the hospital for observation. These passengers were found 
with temperatures of 103° F. and over, but proved to have estivo- 
autumnal malarial fever. 

During the week ended August 26, 1905, there were 5 new cases of 
yellow fever and 2 deaths reported in the city of Panama, and 2 cases 
and no deaths in Colon. 

The cases in Panama appeared among the nonimmune Italian popu- 
lation, over whom it is difficult to keep a strict watch. There had 
been a diminution in the number of cases in Panama when these 
occurred. 

The British steamship Lindesfarne, which has been lying at the dock 
in the canal for 32 davs, and the crew of which has had unrestricted 
shore liberty, has had during her stay in this port 13 of her crew in 
the hospital. All of the cases showed on blood examination severe 
estivo-autumnal infection, with fever of a remittent type. One case, 
however, presented a clinical picture which warranted the diagnosis 
of yellow fever. As such cases are often resistant to quinine, but are 
extremely suspicious in appearance, the question of diagnosis was an 
intricate one. Another of these cases was typical of malaria in tem- 
perature curve and pulse rate, no jaundice or other symptoms, but 
with a decided percentage of albumin in the urine. This case recov- 
ered rapidly under quinine treatment. Others in the series presented 
as the only symptom a high temperature, and of these several are still 
under observation. 

I was informed by the chief quarantine officer to-day that a laborer 
at La Boca died of plague on August 26. I at once cabled to the 
Bureau as follows: 

There has been a death from plague at La Boca August 26, 

which I herewith respectfully confirm. 

From such information as I have it appears that the man did not 
work on the wharf, but frequented the camp occupied by the dock 
laborers. Just two months have elapsed since the first occurred on 
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La Boca wharf in July, and it is thought that some small local infec- 
tion remained after the disinfection done at that time. A rigid quar- 
antine has been placed on La Boca, and such drastic measures as the 
destruction of the laborers' quarters have already been instituted. 

Report from Bocas del Toro, fruit port — Yellow fever. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Osterhout reports as follows: Week ended 
August 25, 1905: Present officially estimated population not obtainable; 
3 deaths; i case yellow fever; prevailing diseases, malarial fever and 
yellow fever; general sanitaiy condition of this port and the surround- 
ing country during the week, infected. 

Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. 



Aug. 19 
21 

24 
24 



Vessel. 



Alps 

Herald 

Fort Gaines . 
Taunton 



Destination. 



| Number of 
Number j passengers 
of crew, j from this 
port. 



Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 



Pieces of 

baggage. 

disinfected. 



Mobile. 
Colon... 
Mobile . 
do.. 



24 



23 
26 



(«) 



a Not inspected. 

A second case of yellow fever has occurred in this port. 

The patient is an American, an employee at the machine shops of the 
United Fruit Company, the same shops in which the first case is 
employed. 

This case was reported to me to-day by Dr. E. E. Swigert, United 
Fruit Company's physician. The patient is screened in the hospital 
belonging to this company. 

History of case removed from steamship Ellis. 

When the Norwegian steamship Ellis was ready to sail from this 
port at 8.30 p. m., August 26, 1905, a coal passer was removed from 
the vessel and sent to the United Fruit Company's hospital. There 
were two other members of the crew with elevations of temperature, 
but they seemed to be of a malarial type and were allowed to proceed. 
Dr. Allen Jumel, medical inspector Louisiana State board of health, 
saw these cases with me. In a statement attached to the certificate 
issued I reported that as the man was not able to work it was deemed 
advisable to remove him from the ship, but that nothing of a quaran- 
tinable nature was thought to exist. No positive diagnosis was made 
nor stated in the certificate. 

I think the Ellis sailed from Mobile August 20, 1905, and Doctor 
Stone, marine medical inspector for the Louisiana State board of 
health, stated that the man was taken sick on the third day out, or 
more correctly, that he was sick August 22 and 23; that his tempera- 
ture was normal August 24 and until the afternoon of the 25th. The 
man now states that there was no change in his condition from the 
time he was taken sick until his removal from the ship. Doctor Jumel 
and L have visited the hospital and made a very close study of the case 
on two occasions, and have been present when the urinalysis was 
made. Doctor Swigert has kept careful notes in the case. * * * 
My opinion was to detain this man, and if he should develop yellow 



